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be confronted with the idea that their 
wages are going to be kept down by a 
flood of illegals coming into our coun-
try and an unwillingness to enforce the 
immigration laws. That is absolutely 
wrong. That is absolutely wrong. 

Democracies cannot survive without 
an educated middle class. And illegal 
immigration is destroying the viability 
of the American middle class. Our 
Founding Fathers envisioned a middle 
class of small tradesmen, of farmers 
who would have an education and the 
ability to govern themselves and to be 
independent factors in our economy. In 
fact, as we have seen over and over, a 
huge mass of desperate and poor and 
poorly educated people will quite often 
turn to the siren song of communism 
under certain circumstances like that 
where there is no hope. 

We are creating an underclass in 
America, a permanent underclass of 
illegals and of our own people. These 
people, when they get desperate, they 
listen to the rantings and raving of 
communism or the bellicose musings of 
fascism. Democracy is based on a well-
educated and prosperous middle class. 
It has been America’s greatest 
strength. To preserve this Republic, to 
protect the American middle class, we 
must stop the importation of cheap 
labor. We must stop the fact that we 
have a massive flow of illegals into this 
country. We keep the wages down and 
distort the progress that would be com-
ing to the people on the lower levels of 
our economic tier here in our country. 

Instead, the people in the lower lev-
els of our economy are not rising. 
Their incomes are going down. Their 
expectations are going down. Their 
frustrations are going up. And they do 
not know why, but they do know that 
all the jobs are taken by people who 
are working for dirt wages and that 
their fathers had better jobs at better 
pay that were meaningful jobs. 

Now, where do we start to turn this 
around? We can start by getting con-
trol of the health care that we provide 
those who come into this country ille-
gally. At the very least let us stop 
right now. We have started a program, 
the first time that our country is 
spending any money officially to pro-
vide a service for people who are here 
illegally. That Medicare bill provides 
$1 billion for illegal alien health care 
services. It will be $50 billion 10 years 
from now if we do not do anything 
about it. 

So let us do something about it now. 
Let us start turning the situation 
around now by focusing on this legisla-
tion that I drop today that will miti-
gate any bad impact of providing this 
billion dollars for emergency health 
care for illegals by making sure that 
we have these provisions, these provi-
sions that will see that they are identi-
fied, their employers, identified, that a 
deportation proceeding moves forward 
if they are treated, and that the 
amount of treatment that they can re-
ceive when they are here illegally is 
limited to a life-threatening situation 

rather than providing extensive care 
for diseases that are not a crisis at 
that moment. We can start turning it 
around right now. 

I would urge my colleagues to join 
me in this vital legislation to limit the 
health care to illegal aliens so that we 
can have that money available to the 
American people. I am going to be 
vilified for this. I know that. I had all 
sorts of press calls and everything after 
the leadership made the agreement 
with me to have this bill come to the 
floor. I know I am going to be vilified. 
I know people are going to say I am a 
mean, nasty person and that I do not 
care and that I am a racist or some-
thing like that. I am not and I have 
love in my heart for everybody. 

I know that even the people who 
come here illegally are wonderful peo-
ple, 90 percent of them are wonderful 
people. They just want to increase 
their own standard of living, a way to 
treat their family decently. But we 
cannot do this for the entire world. We 
cannot expect to see our own people 
suffer and to try to equalize them to 
every poor person in the world, and 
this will bring more and more people 
here. And if we care and we have love 
for our families, having love for your 
family and having love for the legal 
immigrants and the legal U.S. citizens 
that are here, that love for those peo-
ple does not mean you hate someone 
else. That means you care for your 
family and you will take care of them 
first. That is what care means. 

So I would ask the people who are 
reading this in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD and my colleagues to look at 
this legislation. Let us turn the situa-
tion around now. Let us speak out. Let 
us make sure that we stand up for what 
America is supposed to be for. It is a 
land of opportunity, yes; but it is a 
land where one thing ties us together. 
We are Americans and we come from 
every race, every religion, every ethnic 
group. Here we are. We have come from 
every country in the world, and we 
have a proud immigrant heritage; and 
we are not shutting that off. I am not 
suggesting that we cut off the legal 
flow of immigrants into our country 
and we do about a million a year, 
which is more than all the rest of the 
world combined. 

So what we need to do is to make 
sure that we take the people who are 
here legally and people who are U.S. 
citizens and recognize who ties us to-
gether as a Nation. Other countries 
have their own religion. Other coun-
tries have a traditional ethnic group or 
a race that makes them what they 
were; but what ties Americans together 
is a love of liberty, of freedom, of jus-
tice, of people who come here to be 
part of this American Dream. 

Well, if we do not care about each 
other, if that spirit of caring does not, 
we do not have an ethnic tie to keep us 
together. We do not have one religion 
because there are people of every reli-
gious state here in America. That one 
religion does not keep us together. It is 

a love of liberty and justice and a com-
mitment to opportunity and a caring 
for us all as all Americans as a family. 
We care about us. 

What is the United States? United 
States. It is us. And just because we 
are saying that we are going to focus 
on caring about us does not mean that 
you have hatred in your heart towards 
someone else. And please, please open 
your hearts and open your consciences. 
Look at this issue, and I think you will 
see this is based on positive motives. 
We have to end the massive flow of ille-
gal immigration into this country, or 
we will hurt the people that we care 
about. It will hurt us. It will hurt the 
United States if we continue down this 
path. The quickest way to turn it 
around is to start with this legislation, 
and it is going to be tough and there is 
going to be a lot of name calling; but I 
would ask you to join with me and let 
us save America and let us leave the 
other countries so they start providing 
a better life for their people overseas, 
rather than just trying to use us as an 
escape valve so they can send people 
who are dissatisfied here. 

If we quit serving as that escape 
valve, they will have to have health 
care in Mexico and these other coun-
tries where they are coming here from 
overseas illegally. If we just keep tak-
ing people in, they will have lost their 
incentive. 

So I ask my colleagues to look at 
this legislation. I thank you for pro-
viding this time.

f 

APPOINTMENT AS MEMBER TO AD-
VISORY COMMITTEE ON STU-
DENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BISHOP of Utah). Pursuant to section 
491 of the Higher Education Act, the 
order of the House on December 8, 2003, 
and upon the recommendation of the 
minority leader, the Chair announces 
the Speaker’s appointment of the fol-
lowing member on the part of the 
House to the Advisory Committee on 
Student Financial Assistance for a 3-
year term: 

Mr. Robert Shireman, Oakland, 
California.

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Ms. DUNN (at the request of Mr. 
DELAY) for today on account of illness. 

Mr. HAYWORTH (at the request of Mr. 
DELAY) for today on account of trav-
eling with the President. 

Mr. PLATTS (at the request of Mr. 
DELAY) for today on account of attend-
ing a funeral.

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 
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